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equilibrium of the country is attained, and herein is the
most impressive and all-important achievement of Canadian
politics.    Thus the parties stand, however at times undra-
matically, for a cardinal idea in parliamentary democracy
everywhere, the reconciliation of contending interests.   This
circumstance explains why they exalt their leaders.    In the
democracies of the English-speaking world leaders ordinarily
receive a commanding authority, and in none more than in
Canada, for in a Canadian party the balance of diverse
elements is usually so precarious that potent leadership is
much cherished and feeble leadership is promptly repudiated.
The subtle arts of party command are here at a premium.
A masterly skill is imperative, not merely in the give and
take of public debate, but in reconciliation, and loyal support
is given to  the  individual  who  has  it.     Federalism has
decentralized the organization of the parties, and has feder-
alized partisanship.    Consequently a national  leader has
perhaps a more difficult task than in Great Britain for he
has to cope with the federal complexities within the party
itself.    He commands a partisan army which in the nine
provinces  has   nine   other  commanders,   jealous   of  their
prerogatives, and naturally concerned with their own personal
triumphs.   He must be competent to collaborate with each
and all.    His prestige and distinction must be such as to
inspire their ready respect and loyalty.    In turn his fate is
affected by their good or bad judgment.   At times he may
get along, as it has been claimed that Mr. Mackenzie King
has got along, by being merely a master of evasion, but the
critical occasions come often when inventive imagination
is imperative.   Modern Canada could not have been created
simply by the arts ,of evasion.
While the higher ends of a democratic society are served
by the national parties, their own local foundations are not
always well and strongly built. They seldom possess an
organization perennially active in the constituencies. The
local units spring into life before an election, but in the
intervening periods they usually sink back into an impotent
lethargy. Consequently the discretion left with parliamen-
tary leaders, provincial and federal, is great. On them rests